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Excellence in Writing

An effective method for teaching writing skills

Student Writing Intensive Level B
A Video Seminar for Middle School Students

Easy Start Instructions

1. Set up the Student Notebook. (See the back side of this page
for instructions.)

2. Read the Teacher’s Instructions for the Student Writing
Intensive Level B. Plan on spending one to two weeks per
lesson.

3. Once a week (or once every other week), watch a portion of
the Student Writing Intensive DVD with your student, and
then spend the rest of the week working on the writing
assignment. The teacher’s notes for each lesson will tell you
exactly what to do.

4. Have fun writing!
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Lesson 11 White Board Notes

“Topic/Clincher Rule”

I. Topic
1

Repeat g

Reflect 4’

2-3 keyword 5
Clincher

Mini Book Topics

A

I. history
1. many pops. wiped out
2. 1970 Greenpeace, save
3. oil, poison, nuclear
4. fishermen tolerate compeftition

)

Fused Outline

I. History

1. whaling ships exploding harpoons
2. oil-soap/meats-cats

3. commercially extinct = @ profit $
4. 1966 ww protection save

5. 1970, Greenpeace

6. Atlantic > Pacific, pollution
Clincher
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Lesson 11

Composition Checklist

Write a paragraph report on Humpback Whales

Outline for Paragraph 1 Due Date: First Draft Paragraph 1 Due Date:

Outline for Paragraph 2 Due Date: First Draft Paragraph 2 Due Date:

Outline for Paragraph 3 Due Date: First Draft Paragraph 3 Due Date:

Final Draft all Paragraphs Due Date:

O Composition is double-spaced

U Dress-ups marked with underline

U Sentence Openers marked with a number in the margin

U Topic & Clincher sentences repeat or reflect 2-3 key words (highlighted)
U Title repeats key words of final sentence

Dress-ups I . .

“ly” adverb

who/which clause

strong verb

quality adjective

when, while, where, since,
as, if, although, because

Sentence Openers I Il 1]

@ subject

@ prepositional
® “ly” —first
® V.S.S (2-5)

Banned Words (do not use — find better ones):
thought, said, go/went, see/saw, good/bad, eat/ate, big
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What next?

You can have your student continue practicing what he learned by giving assignments using what he is
already studying in history, science and literature.

Keyword Note Taking and Summarizing from Notes

If your student still struggles to make an outline independently, then spend some practice time
here. You can take paragraphs out of your science or history book, reader, Weekly Readers, or
encyclopedia. Just be sure the model is at or below your child’s reading level. For your
convenience you may want to purchase the packet entitled “Articles and Stories for Unit I & I1.”
Mini-books also have short paragraphs for outlining. Find these resources at
www.excellenceinwriting.com and search for “source texts.”

Story Sequence Chart

Continue to write stories using ones they have read as models. Fairy tales, Aesop’s fables, Bible
stories, and historical stories all make great models. You can even write up a family story such as,
“The Day I Dropped the Spaghetti on the Carpet.”

Reports with Topic/Clincher Paragraph

If your student outlines single paragraphs easily, then continue to work on this unit. You might
want to back up a step and have your student create outlines from one source before tackling
multiple sources. They can outline and write on encyclopedia articles, textbook chapters, articles,
and so on. You can also purchase more mini-books from Excellence in Writing.

Creative Writing

Your child’s brain is a wealth of information once he learns to ask questions! Continue to
encourage this process by doing paragraphs on things he knows from hobbies to friends to what
you just told him to do for a chore. Prompts can also be found online at many educational sites.
Just put “writing prompts” in your browser, and you will get more ideas than you could ever use.

More Lessons on DVD

If you would like to have Andrew continue to teach your students to write more in-depth research reports,
writing from pictures, essays, not to mention proofreading their own papers, then you will want to get
Student Writing Intensive Continuation Course Level B (SICC level B). This course picks up where
the Student Writing Intensive left off and offers 9 more DVDs with 32 more suggested lessons. See
www.excellenceinwriting.com/sicc for more information.

Teacher’s Seminar

Excellence in Writing is committed to teacher training. If you would like more training for yourself to
enable you to teach writing, then check out our seminar for the teacher — Teaching Writing: Structure and
Style. It is available both as a live seminar and on DVD. Go to www.excellenceinwriting.com/twss for
more information, schedules, and video excerpts.

Writing Lessons

If you are looking for writing lessons to go with whatever you are studying in history, our Theme Based
Writing Lessons are a great place to start. Sample lessons are available on the Excellence in Writing
website. Search for “theme based writing.”
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