
 

 

 

Student Writing Intensive Level C 
A Video Seminar for High School Students 
 

 

 

 

Easy Start Instructions 
1.  Set up the Student Notebook. (See the back side of this page 

for instructions.) 

2.  Read the Teacher’s Instructions for the Student Writing 

Intensive Level C. Plan on spending one to two weeks per 

lesson. 

3.  Once a week (or once every other week), watch a portion of 

the Student Writing Intensive DVD with your student, and 

then spend the rest of the week working on the writing 

assignment. The teacher’s notes for each lesson will tell you 

exactly what to do. 

4. Have fun writing!  
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Spoons 

 
uses -normal 
 -abnormal 
made 
types/kinds 
find/store 
problems 
symbolic 
meaning 
collector 

 

SWI Level C Teacher !s Notes Lesson 13 
Lesson Disc 4 

Times 
Disc 4 Chapter Title Student Handout(s) 

for Lesson 
Reinforcement 

Materials 
00:44:06 Basic Essay Model 
00:50:56 Essay Introduction 
00:55:43 Essay Topics & Conclusion 
01:01:47 Aristotelian Rhetoric Model 
01:03:41 Planning a Composition 

Length 
01:09:24 Expanded Essay Model 
01:10:23 Super-Essay Model 
01:14:31 5-Paragraph Essay on Spoons 
01:19:40 Choosing & Ordering Topics 

for Spoon essay 
01:25:28 Thinking Up the Details – 

Asking Questions 
01:38:58 Writing Assignment and 

Instructions 

13 

01:40:24 Pause for Writing 

 
Basic Essay Model 
Composition Checklist 

 
No extra assignments 
this lesson. 

 

Teaching Writing: Structure and Style 
If you have our teacher’s course, you may wish to review Disc 5 from Unit 7 to the 
end of the disc (50 minutes). Read pages 53–58 in your seminar notebook.  

Note: Unit 7 (Creative Writing) and 8 (Essay) are very similar. Since the Spoons 
essay is coming completely out of the brain, it is considered Unit 7. Mr. Pudewa 
discussed Super-Essay methods, which are further explored on the TWSS Disc 6. 
You will view that before the next lesson. 

 
The Lesson 

• Watch Disc 4 from “Basic Essay Model” to the pause for 
writing (approximate viewing time 57 minutes). A copy of 
the Essay model (basic and expanded) is provided for the 
student to place in their notebook behind the “Structural 
Models” tab. 

• Concepts Presented on the DVD 

o Basic Essay Model 
o Rhetoric Model 
o Super-Essay Model 
o Outlining and thinking skills 

• Using the Composition Checklist, write a five-paragraph 
essay on Spoons. The outline that was completed on the disc is provided on the back side 
of this page. 
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Lesson 13 Board Notes 

 

 
Spoons  

. 

I. Introduction  

1. Attention (Decoration, story)  

2. when, where spoon development  

3.  

II. types/kinds  

1. soup, teaspoons, serving, measuring  

2. plastic, metal, wood, glass ladle  

3. kitchen, restaurant, garbage, bed, sandbox  

4. exotic, tea straining, collector, pictures  

5. best, useful, tablespoon  

6. spanking spoon  

  clincher  

III. uses, normal, abnormal  

1. soup, eating, stirring, taste-testing  

2. cooks, moms, donut shop, stirring  

3. catapults, projectiles, mini-swords, nose-

guards  

4. rings - jewelry  

5. games, tricks  

6. digging, prying  

  clincher  

IV. Problems  

1. flimsy, break, bend  

2. shallow, flat  

3. choking hazard  

4. destroy motor g.d.  

5. Murphy!s law, dish  

6. alternatives, may invent  

  clincher  

V. Conclusion  

1. types/ kinds, uses, problems  

2.  

3. significance, value, meaning? 

4.  
 

Spoons  

uses  

made  

types/kinds  

find/store  

problems  

symbolic  

meaning  

collector  

value/meaning?  

what  

who  

why  

where  

how  

when  

best?  

worst?  

problems?  

solutions?  

normal  

abnormal 
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 Lesson 13 

Composition Checklist 
 

Write a   paragraph essay on  Spoons  

First Draft Due Date:     

Final Draft Due Date:    

 

! Composition is double-spaced  

! Dress-ups marked with underline 

! Sentence Openers marked with a number in the margin 

    (each in every paragraph as possible) 

! Topic & Clincher sentences repeat or reflect the same key words (highlighted) 

    (no topic/clincher intro/conclusion) 

! Title repeats key words of final sentence of conclusion 

 

Dress-ups              (middle) 
I II III IV V 

“-ly” adverb 
     

who/which clause  
     

strong verb              (dual verbs) 
     

quality adjective      (dual adjectives) 
     

when, while, where, as, since, if, 

although, because 

     

 

Sentence Openers         (first word) I II III IV V 

" subject 
     

# prepositional 
     

$ “-ly” adverb (first) 
     

% -ing , 
     

& clausal , 
     

' V.S.S (2–5) 
     

 

Decoration: One different decoration 

per paragraph 
     

 

These are Sample Pages for preview only! Copyrighted Material!

Sam
ple



 

www.excellenceinwriting.com  SWI Level C 89 

 

What next? 
You can have your student continue practicing what he has learned by giving assignments using what he is already 

studying in history, science and literature. 

Keyword Note Taking and Summarizing from Notes 

If your student still struggles to create a key-word outline independently, then spend some practice time 

here. You can take paragraphs out of your science or history book, reader, World Magazine, or 

encyclopedia.  

Story Sequence Chart 

 Continue to write stories using ones they have read as models. Fairy tales, Aesop’s fables, Bible stories, 

and historical stories all make great models. You can even write up a family story, such as “The Day I 

Dropped the Spaghetti on the Carpet.” 

Reports from Multiple Sources with Topic/Clincher Paragraph 

If your student outlines single paragraphs easily, then continue to work on this unit. Use the library as a 

resource, gradually increasing the complexity of the source material. For instruction in doing a full-blown 

research report including footnotes and bibliography, consider the Continuation Course described below. 

Essay Writing 

Your student’s brain is a wealth of information once he learns to ask questions. Continue to encourage this 

process by doing essays on things he knows—from hobbies to friends to what is happening in the news. 

Prompts can also be found online at many educational sites. Just put “writing prompts” in your browser, 

and you will get more ideas than you could ever use. College Board’s website www.collegeboard.com has 

helps on essay writing for both the SAT and college applications. Excellence in Writing also has a High 

School Essay Intensive that prepares students for timed essays and college application essays.  

 

More Lessons  

A great follow-up to the SWI level C is The Elegant Essay by Lesha Myers. After that if you are looking for a 

writing course in literature, try Windows to the World: An Introduction to Literary Analysis, also by Lesha Myers.  

After these, you can enjoy more of Andrew Pudewa’s teaching on DVD on the Student Writing Intensive 

Continuation Course Level C. This course picks up where the Student Writing Intensive left off and offers in-depth 

research reports, writing from pictures, essays and more on nine DVDs with thirty-two lessons.  

If you are looking for writing lessons to go with whatever you are studying in history or literature, try our Theme 

Based Writing Lessons. For in-depth literature study, try the Excellence in Literature series. 

Teacher’s Seminar 

Excellence in Writing is committed to teacher training. If you would like more training for yourself to enable you to 

teach writing, then check out our seminar for the teacher—Teaching Writing: Structure and Style. It is available 

both as a live seminar and on DVD. Go to www.excellenceinwriting.com/twss for more information, schedules, and 

video excerpts. 
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